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“Memory is everything. Without it we are nothing,” says neuroscientist 
Eric Kandel, winner of the Nobel Prize for his groundbreaking research 
on the physiology of the brain’s storage of memories. As he explains, 
memory is the glue that binds our mental life together and provides a 
sense of continuity in our lives.

IN SEARCH OF MEMORY is a compelling blend of autobiography and 
history that recounts the life of one of the most important neuroscien-
tists of the 20th century and illuminates scientific developments in our 
understanding of the brain’s role in recording and preserving memory. 
In addition to archival footage and dramatic re-creations of Kandel’s 
childhood experiences in Nazi-occupied Vienna and his formative years 
as an emigrant in New York, the film features discussions with Kandel, 
friends and family, as well as his public lectures in Vienna and New 
York, which explore both his professional and personal life, especially 
his emotional ties to Judaism
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In Search of Memory
“An engrossing portrait.”
—A.O. Scott, The New York Times

“Mentally stimulating
and emotionally affecting.”

—Michael Phillips, The Chicago Tribune

“Beautifully crafted.”
—Ronnie Scheib, Variety

“An unforgettable journey!”
—Oliver Sacks

“Entertaining & inspiring!”
—Leonardo Digital Reviews

“Kandel illuminates the screen with his 
humor, sincerity, humility and smarts.”

—Jennifer Merin, about.com
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Eric R. Kandel is University Professor and Kavli Professor at 
Columbia University and a Senior Investigator at the How-
ard Hughes Medical Institute. He received the Nobel Prize 
in Physiology or Medicine in 2000 for his work on memory 
storage in the brain. He is the author of In Search of Memory, 
his best-selling memoir that won a Los Angeles Times Book 
Award in 2006, and co-author of Principles of Neural Science, 
the standard textbook in the field. He was born in Vienna and 
lives in New York with his wife, Denise.

“Kandel is one of science’s
greatest treasures.

—Scientific American Mind


