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A FILM FOR EVERY TRAVELER!

GRINGO TRAILS
A film by Pegi Vail

2013 / 79 min / Color / UPC: 8-54565-00185-5 / SRP: $24.98

“Depicts – in sometimes shocking images – the 
bad, the ugly, and, yes, the good sides of tourism.”

—National Geographic Traveler

Are tourists destroying the planet—or saving it? How do travelers change 
the remote places they visit, and how are they changed? From the Bolivian 
jungle to the party beaches of Thailand, and from the deserts of Timbuktu, 
Mali to the breathtaking beauty of Bhutan, GRINGO TRAILS traces stories 
over the course of thirty years to show the dramatic long-term impact of 
tourism on cultures, economies, and the environment.

Directed by prominent anthropologist Pegi Vail, writer and lecturer on 
backpacking, travel, and the impact of tourism on local cultures, GRINGO 
TRAILS raises urgent questions about one of the most powerful globalizing 
forces of our time: tourism. Following stories along the well-worn western 
travelers’ route—the ‘gringo trail’, through South America and beyond to 
Africa and Asia—the film reveals the complex relationships between collid-
ing cultures: host countries hungry for financial security and the tourists who 
provide it in their quest for authentic experiences.

“Hard truths about mass travel. An important and moving film.”
—Outside Magazine

“Beautifully edited...an undeniably
powerful indictment.”

—Slant Magazine

“A fascinating and beautifully shot documentary 
about what happens to those faraway beaches, 

jungles, cultures after the crush of tourists arrive.”
—Condé Nast Traveler

“Mandatory viewing for anyone who’s ever 
thumbed through a Lonely Planet guidebook.”

—The Hollywood Reporter
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