
Painter Mark Rothko is best known for imposing canvasses that eschew 
representation in favor of pure color and texture – using them to express 
fundamental human emotions.

The film includes thoughtful, en-
gaging commentary from experts. 
Fittingly though, for a film about 
a painter whose greatest works 
evoke both silence and emotion, 
THE SILENCE OF MARK ROTHKO 
lingers on paintings and locations – 
using architectural shots, interiors 
and streetscapes, to link Rothko’s 
paintings to the world he inhabited.

Prices for contemporary art are 
going through the roof. The inter-
net, the growing number of rich 
individuals and globalization have 
changed the art market beyond 
recognition. Has contemporary 
art become a commodity in the 
hands of the super rich private 
collectors?

This film investigates the ins and 
outs of the soaring art market and 
consequences for artists, deal-
ers, museums and art history. 
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“A subtle and poignant documentary.”
— Annie Cohen-Solal, author of

Mark Rothko: Toward the Light in the Chapel

•	 Mark Rothko (1903 – 1970) was one of the leading artists
	 in the Abstract Expressionist movement, he is considered
	 one of the most famous postwar American artists

•	 Sheffield International Documentary Film Festival, 
	 Nederlands Film Festival, International Documentary
	 Film Festival Amsterdam (IDFA)

•	 Features some of Rothko’s best known works,
	 including his Chapel installation

•	 Features son Christopher Rothko 
	 reading from Rothko’s writings

•	 Features a “who’s who” of the contemporary art world,
	 including Chuck Close, Jeff Koons, 
	 Adrian Ghenie and Thomas Olbricht

•	 Official selection: International Festival of Films on Art,
	 Netherlands Film Festival and Arte Film Festival

“A shining example of how to present
a complex topic – the multifaceted

relation between art, money, and the
dynamics that link them – in a lucid

and comprehensive manner.”
— Cineaste Magazine


