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Welcome to a one-of-a-kind Paris education program for immigrant children 
from around the globe. In her feature documentary debut, director Julie 
Bertuccelli (SINCE OTAR LEFT, THE TREE) follows one class of students 
ranging from 11 to 15 years of age as they begin life in a new land.

Hailing from countries across the globe, many of the students at ‘La Grange 
aux Belles,’ a school in the diverse 10th district of Paris, are asylum seekers. 
They must learn French as they combat homesickness, juggle weighty familial 
responsibilities and recover from the trauma of previous lives of social and 
economic devastation.

Their teacher, Ms. Cervoni, must exercise as much patience and skill in 
instructing the students as in her interactions with their parents. As she 
guides them through a rigorous school year and attempts to prepare them 
for the transition to mainstream classes, she is a key negotiator in schoolyard 
conflicts and cultural clashes and navigating complicated dynamics both 
inside and outside the classroom.
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SCHOOL OF BABEL
A film by Julie Bertuccelli • An Icarus Films Release

2013 • 89 min • Color • Not Rated
In French w/English subtitles

SRP: $24.98 / UPC: 8-54565-00219-7

“A SMART, CLEAR, UPBEAT MOVIE.”
—THE NEW YORK TIMES

“A SIMPLE HUMANIST PICTURE OF HOPEFUL 
YOUNG LIVES IN A MULTIETHNIC SOCIETY.”

—THE SUNDAY TIMES

“A LIVELY AND LOVELY VERITE DOCUMENTARY.”
—THE INDEPENDENT

“INFINITELY MOVING.” —LES INROCKUPTIBLES

“SUPERB!” —THE FINANCIAL TIMES
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“AN UNUSUALLY UPLIFTING SOCIAL STUDY.”
—SIGHT & SOUND


