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Jean Rouch was an inspiration for the French New Wave, and 
a revolutionary force in ethnography and the study of Africa. 
Beginning in 1955 with his most controversial film THE MAD 
MASTERS, through 1969’s darkly comic LITTLE BY LITTLE, these 
films represent the most sustained flourishing of Rouch’s practice of 
“shared anthropology,” a process of collaboration with his subjects.

Astonishing on their own terms, now restored and released for the 
first time, EIGHT FILMS BY JEAN ROUCH is essential for anyone 
interested in better understanding the development of ethnography 
and the cross-currents of colonialism and post-colonial social 
change in Africa, as well as documentary film practice, film history, 
and world cinema as a whole.

NEWLY RESTORED! 4-DISC SET!

“CINÉMA VÉRITÉ IS NOT THE FILM OF TRUTH, BUT THE TRUTH OF FILM.”
JEAN ROUCH

“ONE OF THE MOST SECRETLY INFLUENTIAL OF ALL FILMMAKERS.”
RICHARD BRODY, THE NEW YORKER

DELUXE 4 DISC SET
• BOOKLET WITH TWO ESSAYS • HD DIGITAL RESTORATIONS

• BONUS FILMS! THE PUNISHMENT
An aimless young woman is sent home from school with nothing to do. A film by Jean Rouch.

JEAN ROUCH - THE ADVENTUROUS FILMMAKER
A new documentary about Jean Rouch and his African films. A film by Laurent Védrine.

THE HUMAN PYRAMID
“Groundbreaking metafiction.” –The New Yorker

JAGUAR
“Exuberant!” –Ethnographic Film

THE LION HUNTERS
“Fascinating.” –Chicago Reader 

LITTLE BY LITTLE
“A truly mesmerizing, frequently hilarious,
and provocative masterpiece.” –Indiewire

MOI, UN NOIR
“The most daring of films and the humblest.” –Jean-Luc Godard

THE MAD MASTERS
“One of the most profound explorations of the African view
of the colonial world.” –Senses of Cinema

MAMMY WATER
A gentle portrait of the spiritual traditions of a fishing
village in the Gulf of Guinea.

EIGHT FILMS BY JEAN ROUCH
An Icarus Films Release / Digitized and restored with the support of the Centre National du Cinéma

In French & English w/English subtitles
SRP: $44.98 / UPC: 8-54565-00216-6




