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Filmed over three years on China’s railways, this masterful docu-
mentary traces the vast interiors of a country on the move: flesh and 
metal, clangs and squeals, light and dark, language and gesture. 
Scores of rail journeys come together into one, capturing the thrills 
and anxieties of social and technological transformation. THE IRON 
MINISTRY immerses audiences in fleeting relationships and uneasy 
encounters between humans and machines on what will soon be 
the world’s largest railway network.

THE IRON MINISTRY
A film by J.P. Sniadecki • An Icarus Films Release • From the dGenerate Films Collection

83 minutes / Color / 2014 / Not Rated / In Mandarin with English subtitles
SRP: $29.98 / UPC: 8-54565-00186-2
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“A WORK OF ART – VIVID AND MYSTERIOUS AND FULL OF LIFE.”

“MOVING, REVELATORY, AND OFTEN FUNNY.”
—THE VILLAGE VOICE

“THE BEST FILM ABOUT CHINA IN THE TWENTY-
FIRST CENTURY THAT I’VE SEEN TO DATE.”

—ARTFORUM

FILMED OVER THREE YEARS BY LEADING
MEDIA ANTHROPOLOGIST J.P SNIADECKI

“THE REAL FOCUS OF THE IRON MINISTRY ISN’T 
THE TRAIN BUT THE WORLD ZIPPING PAST IT.”

—INDIEWIRE
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